
Little Gaddesden Paiis  Couniil

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ELECTORATE
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

on MONDAY 20t  MAY 2019 iommeniing at 8pm

PRESENT:  Cllis.  Hyde, Kelly,  Lawson, Magson, Piiti aid, Sanei,  Townsend.  Also in attendanie,  Alastaii
Gieene (Cleik), and eig t membeis of t e publii.
   
APOLOGIES:  County and Boioug  Clli. Douiis

1. WELCOME - Clli. Kelly weliomed t e publii to t e meetng and aited as C aii foi t e meetng.

2. MINUTES - T e minutes of t e Annual Meetng dated 21st May 2018 weie appioved as diafed.

3.  ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL foi t e yeai 2018-2019

T e C aiiman of t e meetng Paul Kelly iead out t e iepoit:

As bot  last yeai’s C aii & Viie C aii did not seek ie-eleiton to t e Paiis  Couniil on May 2, Clli Iiving’s 
annual iepoit foi 2018-2019 is, at  is iequest, being iead by myself. 

Ladies & Gentlemen 
Contnuing t e paie set by Clli Aii ei duiing  ei 3 yeais as leadei, t e yeai 2018-19 was anot ei aitve 
one in w ii  all Couniillois and t e Paiis  Cleik woiked  aid to piogiess a numbei of piojeits aimed at 
making impiovements to t e village enviionment and pieseiving its speiial i aiaitei. 

I would like to diaw paitiulai attenton to t e following: 
In June 2018 t e piojeit to iestoie and ienovate t e Maiian Alfoid Memoiial at t e entianie to As iidge 
Paik was iompleted and a seiviie of ie-dediiaton ionduited by t e Rev. Jo n Russell in t e piesenie of 
Couniillois, si ooli ildien and iesidents.  We felled t e tiees be ind t e memoiial, planted new Italian 
iypiess tiees to iepliiate t e siieening w en t e memoiial was fist eieited and ileaned t e stonewoik 
piofessionally. T e well attended ie-dediiaton ieiemony took plaie on a pleasant June afeinoon wit  
Rogei Bolton ieialling t e oiiginal ieiemony of dediiaton foi t ose piesent.  

Eaily in t e Couniil yeai, t e piojeit to ie-quip and modeinise t e Village Hall kiti en was also 
iompleted, t is tme by t e Village Hall Management Committee, but wit  t e Paiis  Couniil oiganising 
giant-funding foi t e new kiti en fiom Luton Aiipoit’s Community Engagement fund, fiom Daioium 
Couniils iommunity fund and fiom oui own fnaniial iesouiies. 

Rig t aiioss t e yeai a gieat deal of  aid woik was put in by Paiis  Couniillois, led by Rai el Heap y and 
Kat iyn Magson, to iieate an outdooi ftness suite on t e village playing felds. T e piojeit was 
iompleted eaily in 2019  aving been ionieived wit  t e suppoit of village yout , diiven foiwaid by t e 
Paiis  Couniil wit  geneious fnaniial suppoit fiom t e VPA, Gaddesden Soiiety and Spoits Club, as well 
as fiom t e Paiis  Couniil and Daioium Couniil.  T e fnal toui es to t e piojeit involving t e iieaton of 
a basketball squaie aie in  and wit  t e suppoit of a substantal donaton fiom T e Lawton Tiust. In 
paiallel, Couniilloi Lyn Hyde  as put in mui  woik wit  iesidents at Ciomei Close duiing t e yeai to ie-
equip and modeinise t e play equipment t eie.  

Lyn also woiked  aid wit  t e iommunity to seed and plant a line of young oak saplings in t e feld beside
C uii  Road to ieplaie t e aging and dead oaks neai T e C uii . T e iesult of t is woik s ould be 
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evident foi many, many yeais as t e tiees matuie.  

T ioug out t e yeai t e village  as benefted fiom t e implementaton of t e A4146 Watei End HGV ban 
and ie-designaton of t e A4146 to B440 status. A ionsultaton we iommissioned in 2017 iulminated in 
suiiessful amendments to t e si eme foi t e beneft of t e village t at weie fully exeiuted duiing 2018.  
Domesti tiafi iontnues to iniiease and to be  eavy  owevei. Couniillois Aii ei & Hyde  ave woiked 
wit  t e Poliie duiing t e 2018-19 yeai to equip and tiain volunteeis to opeiate a iommunity-based 
speed monitoiing aitvity undei t e auspiies of t e Poliie’s Diive Safe Si eme.  T is is about to kiik into 
aiton! T e Couniil  as also been aitve in woiking wit  Heifoids iie County Couniil t ioug  t e Safe 
Routes to Si ool si eme to infuenie tiafi speed along t e lowei ieai es of Hudnall Lane neai t e 
village gieen and  as also applied foi giant funding fiom t e Poliie Commissionei to make ot ei tiafi 
impiovements along Hudnall Lane. We await adviie on w et ei t ese appliiatons will be funded.

In Oitobei t e Speed Indiiatoi Deviie (SID) was moved fiom its positon at t e juniton of C uii  Road 
and T e Gieen to its iuiient loiaton opposite C aselton on Rings all Road. T is woik is funded t ioug  
t e Loiality Budget w ii  Couniilloi Douiis  olds and we aie giateful to  im foi t is and ot ei suppoit  e 
gives to oui Couniil. It is geneially agieed t at t e SID  as modeiated t e speed of ve iiles t ioug  some 
aieas of t e village. Finally, on t e tiafi fiont, t e post box at t e juniton wit  Nettleden Road was 
moved wit  t e ioopeiaton of T e Royal Mail to a safei positon aiound t e ioinei on t e Village Gieen. 

Mui  of t e Paiis  Couniil’s woik ionieins ieview and iomment on t e signifiant numbei of planning 
appliiatons iesidents and developeis make mont  by mont  – usually a dozen oi so eai  mont . Cllis 
Hyde and Aii ei  ad led t is impoitant, tei niial and tme ionsuming ieview woik wit  suppoit fiom 
Couniilloi Kelly and T e Paiis  Cleik ovei t e yeai.  T e Couniil  as also foiused on  ow best to iomment
on and infuenie t e pioduiton of t e Daioium Loial Plan and Coie Stiategy w ii  afeits oui 
development status as a village. 

Sinie August a gioup of Couniillois led by Cllis Iiving & Hyde, wit  t e suppoit of seveial volunteei 
iesidents,  ave iommenied a iompie ensive Conseivaton Aiea C aiaitei Appiaisal, oi CACA, to identfy 
and doiument w at faitois make up t e speiial i aiaitei of t e Little Gaddesden and Rings all 
ionseivaton aieas. T e puipose of t e exeiiise is to doiument and ionsolidate oui views on w at makes 
Little Gaddesden and Rings all speiial and enable t e Paiis  Couniil to objeitvely ieview pioposals foi 
development and iesist any inappiopiiate – out of i aiaitei - pioposals foi mateiial fuit ei development.
T is woik is in  and wit  t e suppoit of Daioium Planning and will need to be taken foiwaid by t e newly
eleited Couniil. 

Duiing t e yeai a new iontiait was let foi t e maintenanie of open spaies afei a iompettve tendeiing 
pioiess. Couniillois weie also aitve in monitoiing t e piopensity foi paits of lowei Rings all to food. 
Some assistanie was obtained fiom t e Natonal Tiust iegaiding t e fow of suifaie watei fiom t e Ling 
w ii   as been a mateiial faitoi, but ionieins iemain and t e Couniil iontnues in disiussion wit  
Heifoids iie County Couniil.  

Fiom all of t is biief oveiview, w ii  only toui es on t e Couniil’s efoits foi t e iommunity, it will be 
appaient t at Couniillois  ave woiked  aid t is yeai and given geneiously and fieely of t eii tme. As 
C aii, I wis  to t ank t em on be alf of t e iommunity, and onie moie to aiknowledge t e 15 yeais of 
seiviie given by Clli Louise Aii ei w o stood down on May 2.  Duiing t e yeai we weie pleased to 
weliome Jo n Sanei to t e Couniil w o ieplaied Matt ew Haigieaves. 

I also wis  to ieioid oui appieiiaton of t e woik of t e Paiis  Cleik, also oui Responsible Finaniial 
Ofiei, foi exeiutng t e Couniil’s deiisions efiiently and keeping t ings on tiaik statutoiily. On t e 
fnaniial fiont, oui annual expendituie exiluding administiaton and insuianies is about £330,000 on open 
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spaies and loial infiastiuituie.    T e bulk of oui expendituie is funded by a giant fiom Daioium Boioug  
Couniil and a pieiept levied on iesidents as pait of Couniil Tax.  W ilst we also ieieive ot ei iniome, 
sui  as funds fiom giant awaiding bodies, donatons fiom loial soiietes and individuals, and ad  oi fees 
fiom flm iompanies, we  ave ionsideied it iig t to iniiease t e pieiept foi 2019-20 to keep paie wit  
infaton, sustain levels of investment in t e iommunity infiastiuituie and fund small impiovement 
piojeits aiioss t e village, iniluding pat ways, tiee woiks and play equipment t at inevitably need 
maintenanie and ienewal.  T e efeit of t is is to iequiie  ouse oldeis to pay a little moie pei annum 
towaids investment in seiviies. Howevei, we will iontnue to aiiess iommunity and iapital giant funding 
fiom difeient souiies to suppoit majoi iniieases in spending sui  as on t e Village Hall.   Cuiiently oui 
ieseives stand at £315k to allow foi unexpeited eventualites.  

In teims of administiaton and goveinanie, t e Couniil implemented new GDPR iegulatons in 2018 and 
will launi  a new dediiated website in June 2019. In 2018-19 we weie pleased to ieieive ilean opinions 
on bot  oui inteinal and exteinal audits. Oui annual ROSPA inspeiton of play faiilites was satsfaitoiy 
and guides oui safety piioiites. 

Finally, tonig t a new Paiis  Couniil and C aii take up ofie  aving been eleited by t e iommunity on 
May 2nd. Congiatulatons aie due to t ose eleited. T ey will need to piik up t e ieins, quiikly woik out 
t eii piioiites going foiwaid and, to be fully efeitve, bond as a team. I wis  t em well in all 3 diieitons. 
I believe  aving a numbei of ileai objeitves ovei t e last 12 mont s against w ii  to monitoi oui 
piogiess  elpfully foiused oui efoits and I iommend t e new Couniil to do t e same! 
 
Clli Rob Iiving

Having iead t e iepoit Clli. Kelly toget ei wit  t e iest of t e Couniillois t anked Rob Iiving in  is 
absenie foi  is gieat seiviie to t e Paiis  Couniil.

4. REPORT FROM THE TRUSTEES OF THE LITTLE GADDESDEN CHARITIES

T e Cleik iead out t e iepoit foi 2018

T e aim of t e C aiity as defned in t e C aiity Commissioneis’ ”Si eme” w ii  iegulates its aitvites is 
to:-
“Relieve eit ei geneially oi individually, peisons iesident in t e Paiis  of Little Gaddesden w o aie in 
need,  aids ip oi distiess, by making giants of money oi pioviding oi paying foi items, seiviies oi 
faiilites ialiulated to iediess t e need,  aids ip oi distiess of sui  peisons”

T e Tiustees duiing 2018 weie:-
T e Team Viiai of Little Gaddesden C uii  - Reveiend Jo n Russell, (C aiiman)
Mis Jane Muiiay
Mis Louise Aii ei as iepiesentatve of t e Paiis  Couniil
Mis Pat Cati pole
Mi Mii ael T ompson nominated by As iidge College 

(Mis Pat Cati pole aited as Seiietaiy and Tieasuiei)

T e Aiiounts weie examined by Hilliei Hopkins, C aiteied Aiiountants of Wafoid. T e expendituie foi 
t e yeai was £3524
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T e stiiitest ionfdentality is obseived in t e  andling of iequests foi assistanie and details about iases 
aie nevei made publii in any foim.  Any of t e Tiustees,  owevei will be glad to answei questons of a 
geneial natuie on  ow t e i aiity opeiates.

Pat Cati pole

As Louise Aii ei did not stand foi t e eleiton as a Paiis  Couniilloi Little Gaddesden C aiites  ave asked
foi a Couniilloi fiom t e newly eleited Couniil to be nominated as t e iepiesentatve.

5. REPORTS FROM OTHER CLUBS

None

6. CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN RESOLUTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

No notie of any wiitten iesolutons  ad been given.

7. QUESTIONS/AOB/ELECTORS

None

T eie weie no ot ei iomments oi questons and so t e business of t e Annual Meetng of t e Eleitoiate
ioniluded at 8.20 pm.
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